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Civic Engagement Alliance is a joint collaboration between 6 Dutch non-governmental organizations in partnership with the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands.

Co

1. Introduction

Context and program
The Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFa) and the Civic Engagement Alliance are involved in a Strategic Partnership
‘Dialogue and Dissent’ which aims to ensure that in and by this partnership civil society organizations (CSOs) and civil society at
large, both in the ‘global south’ as well as in the overall global context, can contribute to decreasing inequality and injustice in societies and work towards inclusive development.
The Alliance, collaboration between Dutch and Southern CSOs, is made up of trade unions, education and development organizations that have a link to (Christian) organizations and constituencies in the Netherlands and other similar international networks.
The Alliance’s members contribute their expertise in the fields of inclusive development, capacity development, labor rights,
strengthening small-scale farmers, vocational training and working with the private sector, with a focus on the agri-food sector.
In October 2015, the Civic Engagement Alliance published the Convening and Convincing Program Document. In this program document, we concretized our Theory of Change (with its 4 thematic pathways of change) and we introduced our strategies on capacity
development, lobby & advocacy (L&A), inclusivity and sustainability. We also listed the countries where the program is implemented.
In this annual report 2017 we pay attention to the context in the program countries and how changes in these contexts have influenced program implementation (chapter 2). In chapter 3 we describe program progress and some main results. We provide insight
in our cooperation as an Alliance and cooperation with local partners and stakeholders in chapter 4. In chapter 5, we highlight how
we address inequalities in our program and how we work towards inclusiveness. By the end of 2017, the country-specific Theories
of Change have been discussed and reviewed; outcomes of this process are described in chapter 6.
In annex 1 we include more specific information on context changes and main results for each program country. Annex 2 consists
of some Stories of Change, to illustrate program results. More information and stories can be found on the Civic Engagement
Alliance website, which will be launched mid 2018.
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2. Context and enabling environment for program
implementation

In our program document (2015) we stated that the political

In several countries the political situation has affected our

space for CSOs and their freedom to unite, act, and access

program implementation. In Cambodia the developments

funding is severely threatened in many countries. Since

leading up to the elections in 2018 have had significant

2015, this space continues to diminish around the world.

impact on the actual program implementation. In particular

During our global learning workshop,while reflecting on

some partners and trade unions experienced limited free-

civic space, almost all our country program coordinators

dom of movement and gathering. In Kenya the elections

confirmed that in their countries political space for CSOs is

caused high levels of political uncertainty and partners had

not self-evident and in many countries space has become

little room for dialogue and several planned activities had

less over the year 2017. This is confirmed by CIVICUS data

to be postponed. Guatemala suffered from political unrest,

published in the monitor. At the other hand, it is not always

demonstrations and strikes, many organizations questioning

easy to assess the exact civic space, since this space varies

the position of the president and demanding for political

from issue to issue and can also be different for different

reforms.

(types of) organizations (such as community based organ-

In these countries, partner organizations had to change

izations, faith based organizations, media, labor unions

focus and strategies to cope with these changes and

etcetera).

unrest in the context, leaving less room for planned L&A
interventions.
Confronted with this situation, we have seen in our networks
an ongoing interest and urge for addressing civic space, in
both L&A activities as in concrete strategies to strengthen
CSOs to play their roles. ACT Alliance and the World Council
of Churches (WCC) as global ecumenical networks in which
we participate and which we support in this, and ACT EU
as Brussels centered L&A office continued to address civic
space at all levels of activity (local, national, global). In the
Netherlands, we have been engaged in several networks
(Partos civic space group and a working group of several
Strategic Partners under the Dialogue and Dissent framework including CIVICUS), in which MOFA is also participating, to discuss our analysis and strategies. In this Partos
network, we participated in the writing group that drafted
a joint document ‘Shrinking civic space; some counter-narratives’ as common ground for cooperation in this area. We
also follow with much interest the Assumptions research
programme ‘New roles of CSOs for inclusive development’ to
further inform our assumptions and strategies.
With regard to our thematic focuses (food and nutrition
security, economic empowerment, responsible business) the
context has not changed fundamentally and there was no
need in 2017 to adjust our program strategies.
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3. Program implementation and main results in 2017

In this chapter we give a global overview of our progress in

Capacity development

program implementation in 2017. We include some examples of

The Change the Game Academy trainings, developed by our

results. For more detailed information, we provide short over-

Alliance member Wilde Ganzen, have been organized in 8

views for all countries on the context, the program and main

program countries: India, Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda,

results (annex 1). In addition, we have included some stories

Mali, Benin and Central America. Around 300 local organizations

of change in annex 2, to illustrate the results. More stories and

have been trained in Mobilising Support (L&A). In addition, 14

resources can be found on our new Civic Engagement Alliance

organizations in 2 countries (India, Central America) have been

website, which will be launched online mid-2018.

trained in Local Fundraising, strengthening their local support
base. The e-learning course Local Fundraising has been trans-

General program progress

lated into French and Spanish and is now available to all CSOs

The Civic Engagement Alliance program started with the

worldwide in 4 languages. The e-learning course Mobilizing

inception phase in 2016. During this first year, in all countries

Support has been further developed and will be launched in 2018.

Theories of Change (as a baseline situation) have been devel-

In some countries, as a first step trainers were trained in Train

oped (within the global framework of our overall ‘Convening

the Trainer courses, in other countries local trainers had already

and Convincing’ program document). In all 13 countries,

been trained prior to the start of the program. In all countries, the

program coalitions were formed of Alliance members and

training materials have been adapted to the local context and to

local partners and networks and, based on the country-spe-

the thematic focus of the Civic Engagement Alliance program and

cific context analysis and ToC, action plans were defined. By

where necessary translated into local language. After the trainings,

the end of 2016 country coalitions started the implementation

partners were coached while starting their lobby activities.

of the program.

In all 8 countries, the trainers were trained in inclusive facilitation

In 2017 much energy has been given to capacity development

of trainings (joint effort of Alliance members Wilde Ganzen and

for L&A. In addition to trainings and coaching, program coali-

Light for the World), with the aim to make the trainings accessi-

tions also engaged in evidence collection. To be able to lobby

ble for people with a disability.

for specific and concrete issues and changes, it is important

We have developed a methodology for monitoring and evaluation

to have locally collected, recent and relevant evidence (data,

of the trainings, and 9 months after each training the results are

examples, stories and specific research) to inform decision

assessed. This means that at this moment, the results have not

makers and stakeholders and to define the change that

been collected yet (will be done in 2018). First feedback, however,

is needed. We also observed that, when local partners are

received shortly after the trainings, indicated that in all countries

involved in research and data collection, this also contributes

the training have been very valuable in starting off the lobby

to capacity development of local CSOs and community groups

activities of local organizations and in creating common ground

(such as producer organizations and self help groups).

among the implementing partners on how to approach lobby.

Lobby takes time and needs endurance. This means that it
is quite early, after 1 year of implementation, to expect L&A

Also in other countries, where the Change the Game Academy

results in terms of changes in the enabling environment for

is not used, partners have been trained and coached by

CSOs and in terms of policy changes and/or changes in policy

Alliance members (ICCO, CNV Internationaal, Edukans) in L&A

implementation, for example with regard to food security

and in thematic issues related to L&A, such as gaining insight

or responsible business. However, when we organized our

in specific policies.

learning workshops early 2018, to look back and reflect on

Within the ACT Alliance we contributed to the development of

the program in 2017, we were able to collect stories of change

the ACT Advocacy Academy, a global advocacy capacity build-

from all countries and at different result levels already. These

ing initiative. The Academy consists of a website, and an online

stories are encouraging for all parties involved and they

advocacy training program including webinars, assignments

convince us of the importance and relevance of this L&A

and personal coaching. In addition to general advocacy training,

program.

the Academy offers advocacy training in thematic areas, such
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as climate justice, gender advocacy, business & human rights,

as access to financial services, to quality seeds and to extension

and civic space. The ACT Advocacy Academy is complementary

services and skills training. Based on the outcomes our L&A strat-

to the Change the Game Academy in terms of target group

egies have become more targeted and we have collected some

(catering more advanced levels) and thematic issues.

stories already in which targeted L&A interventions have led to
concrete successes for local groups of smallholder farmers.

Lobby and advocacy for thematic goals
In our lobby for political space for CSOs (pathway 1) the main

In pathway 4 several studies have been done to investigate labor

focus has been on capacity development (see above). In some

rights and children’s rights in agri-food sectors (palm oil, tea, shea

countries we have been involved in L&A with regard to (imple-

for example). Based on the outcomes and within the broader

mentation of) NGO legislation and supporting CSOs to comply

framework of the UN Guiding Principles on responsible business,

to these rules and regulations. At international level and in the

we engaged in dialogue with companies and governments to

Netherlands the important of civic space for CSOs has been

respect these rights and work towards better labor conditions.

high on our agenda (see also chapter 2). We have defined
research questions to collect more information and evidence

Linking our L&A interventions and results to the global SDG

on the role FBOs play in civil society and the lobby for civic

agenda we can conclude that we have contributed mainly to SDG

space (research to be done in 2018).

2 (zero hunger), SDG 5 (gender equality), SDG 8 (decent work and
economic growth), SDG 12 (responsible consumption and produc-

In pathway 2 we have been further developing methodologies to

tion) and SDG 16 (peace, justice and strong institutions). SDG 17

collect (grassroot and household level) data on access to nutri-

(partnerships for the goals) characterizes our way of working.

tious food. These data are valuable for dialogue with local communities and government to assess the actual situation and obstacles, to identify specific groups that have less access to food and
to lobby for concrete improvements for these groups. Awareness
rising to inform consumers on healthy and nutritious food has also
been part of our L&A strategies in 2017 in different countries.
In pathway 3 we have contributed to L&A to improve the context
and market conditions for smallholder farmers in specific sub
sectors in the agri-food sector, such as mung beans, vegetables,
spices, potatoes, shea nuts, and peanuts. We did several assessments of the level of access of smallholder farmers (women,
youth and people with disabilities in particular) to services such
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4. Cooperation Alliance, local partners, and stakeholders

Our Alliance consists of six organizations at global level. At
country level the number of Alliance members involved differs,
as well as the number of local partners and other stakeholders.
In 2016, joint country programs have been defined. In some
countries, different Alliance members already had a history of
cooperation, in other countries cooperation within this Alliance
was relatively new. Time and energy has been spent in 2017 to
build local alliances and to discover how the added value of
the members could become visible. This has resulted in some
changes in country alliances. Edukans has decided to hand
over their work in India and Bangladesh to the other Alliance
members, to be able to focus on less countries. In Bangladesh
we had to conclude that the local partners working on land
and labor rights (partners of CNV Internationaal) were not able
to implement L&A activities as foreseen and we have adjusted
our ToC. In most countries, however, cooperation within the
Alliance has well developed. Joint activities such as Change the
Game trainings, learning workshops and field visits have been
valuable in this growing cooperation. In the Netherlands, we
have worked in one Alliance Lobby Team, in which all Alliance
members participated, for L&A in the Netherlands and at international level.
During these processes of Alliance building in 2017 we

izations of all Alliance members were invited to participate.

have learned to define the specific added value of Alliance

Alliance building has been an investment of time and energy

members and focus more on our strengths in program

but by the end of 2017 we can see good results in useful coop-

implementation. In the broad area of civic space, for exam-

eration in many countries.

ple, we have more clearly defined (in our country ToCs) our
relationships with FBOs (specific added value of Kerk in Actie

In all countries, we cooperate with a variety of local partners:

and Prisma members), labor unions (specific network of CNV

CSOs, FBOs, trade unions, community based organizations

Internationaal) and community based organizations (networks

at grassroots level, networks, knowledge institutions and

of Kerk in Actie, ICCO in some countries, Prisma members,

researchers, and private sector partners. The interesting

Wilde Ganzen). Strengthening community based organizations

challenge of this Strategic Partnership is to build partnership

and self help groups, and supporting them in engaging in

relationships that are different from the more classic ‘aid

dialogue with local governments and with networks and actors

chain’ cooperation, the relationship between donors and imple-

at other levels, and strengthening their local support base by

menting partners. The ‘Dialogue and Dissent’ framework asks

local fundraising, contributes to the legitimacy and local root-

for other types of relationships, in which different stakeholders

edness of L&A. In the thematic pathways we focus on the agri-

collaborate for common goals in policy influencing. More flexi-

food sector (expertise of ICCO, Woord en Daad) and we have

ble, less funding involved, more equal relationships.

collected specific evidence on skills development (Edukans)

In some countries and with some local partners, we have been

and labor rights (CNV Internationaal) in these sectors in several

struggling in 2017 to discover the way forward. A few local

countries. Wilde Ganzen has organized Change the Game

partners decided to not further participate in this program

Academy trainings in program countries where partner organ-

because of the small amounts of funding; in other cases
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it took a lot of time for partners to really engage in local

in 2017 that in those countries where these linkages between

networks, being more used to implement own projects. We,

programs were strong the Civic Engagement Alliance programs

ourselves, have been struggling to find our roles and define our

also have been developing faster and becoming more concrete.

own role in the country programs (coordination and monitoring
but also being engaged in lobby and advocacy and capacity

In 2017 we have seen good and fruitful relationships with MOFA,

development). At the end of 2017, it was interesting to see that

in particular the DSO-MO and IGG departments. We discussed

new partnerships have been developing indeed. Sometimes

program progress and specific thematic issues such as the

with private sector actors and trade unions, working on

role of faith based organizations, civic space strategies and the

responsible business issues, sometimes with local actors and

position of smallholder farmers in food and nutrition security.

community groups that are actively engaging in dialogue with

We value this partnership and it opens up new possibilities for

local governments, sometimes with national networks that

policy discussion and influencing.

influence policies and to which we can link local actors to
provide grassroots evidence. Partnerships that are promising

In the different countries, relationships with Netherlands

for the coming years.

Embassies exist but in 2017 in most cases we don’t evaluate
them yet as very strategic. Embassies have invited (once a

In our Civic Engagement Alliance programs we aim to connect

year) all strategic partners for an annual exchange meeting.

our L&A goals to broader programs (funded from other

Embassies have not played strategic roles in our program

sources). Our Alliance members are not (and will not be) only

implementation, and our Alliance and local partners have not

engaged in lobby and policy influencing work. Linking L&A

played strategic roles in the Embassy programs, with a few

interventions with the implementation of broader programs

exceptions. Maybe it was too early, and all our agendas are

has the positive effects that through the broader programs we

charged. But in the midterm evaluations of the Dialogue and

gain evidence (on local realities) for L&A, commitment of local

Dissent partnerships this should be an issue of evaluation and

organizations and therefore more legitimacy. We have seen

discussion.
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5. Inequality and inclusiveness

In our Theory of Change, we have defined smallholder farmers

and partners to increase inclusiveness of program design and

and workers in the agri-food sector as our main beneficiaries.

implementation. Field visits were organized to deepen under-

Within this broader group, we focus in particular on inclusion

standing of the living conditions of people with disabilities and

of women, people living with disabilities and (more and more)

levels of discrimination. In Ethiopia, specific data were collected

children and youth. In our L&A strategies the level of inclusive-

on access to food for people with disabilities, providing clear

ness of policies and policy implementation and the specific

evidence that they are relatively more food insecure compared

obstacles certain marginalized groups face are central issues.

to other community members. This information can be used in

We are advocating for inclusive policies and we contribute

dialogue with local government officials.

to inclusive advocacy processes as well. Capacity building is

For capacity development, the Change the Game Academy has

important for marginalized groups so support them in raising

been made as inclusive as possible for people with disabilities

their voices; at the same time it is important to convince deci-

and trainers have been trained in inclusive facilitation (joint

sion makers to include a diversity of voices and groups in deci-

initiative of Wilde Ganzen and Light for the World). Focus was

sion making processes.

on inclusion of people with disabilities but we have seen the
result that participants became aware of exclusion and inclu-

Gender

sion mechanisms in general. In Mali for example participants

In our lobby for labor rights we have focused in 2017 on

decided also to do an assessment of the most marginalized

women’s rights, such as equal wages and a safe environment

groups in their regions in terms of access to food.

to work in. Partners and labor unions we cooperate with have
given specific attention to female leadership. Within the agri-

Children and Youth

food sector we focus on sub sectors in which many women

In several countries, we have been lobbying for children’s rights

work. In Benin, for example, we work in the shea value chain, a

and the prevention of child labor, as part of the broader lobby

sector in which the majority of the collectors and workers are

for responsible business. In quantitative terms child labour is

female. Improving working conditions, access to markets and

most present in the agricultural sectors. In promoting responsi-

even land issues, services and skills is fundamental for these

ble business and respect for UNGP we pay specific attention to

workers and can have enormous impact on family income. In

children’s rights. In Indonesia, for example, we have contributed

Bolivia female producers are supported in product innovation

to the development of a toolkit on children’s rights and busi-

(and value addition) for their peanut crops .

ness principles for the palm oil sector and engaging private

In our L&A for food and nutrition security, we have been asking

companies in the prevention of child labor (see annex 2, story

attention in particular for the position of women and young

of change for Indonesia). Alliance member Kerk in Actie is

children, for example in Bangladesh, Ethiopia and Mali.

member of the Stop Child Labour Coalition in the Netherlands,

In capacity development we trained CSOs, including many

which has developed valuable experience in creating Child

women’s groups and female participants, adding to their

Labour Free Zones.

empowerment and agency to voice out specific issues for their

Respecting children’s and youth rights also implies that we

situation.

have been lobbying for access of young people to skills training
and for youth employment. In Bolivia, for example, we have

Disability inclusion

contributed to lobbying for including technical training on

Alliance members Light for the World and Leprazending have

the agenda of the Global Campaign for Education. In Central

contributed to awareness raising and capacity development

America, lobby for youth rights and youth participation has

in inclusive L&A strategies. In several countries (Myanmar,

been at the core of our program in 2017. In Uganda and Kenya

Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Uganda), disability advisors supported

we have been lobbying for accessibility of agricultural extension

the program teams with knowledge and skills in disability

services to young people. And also in the Netherlands we have

inclusion. In the South and Central Asian region, Light for the

advocated for government support to youth employability in the

World developed tools and provided support to program team

global south.
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6. Theories of Change, monitoring and learning

To look back over the year 2017, we have organized learning

we have decided to fully integrate pathways 2 and 3, since the

workshops in all program countries (only in Cambodia we

results and interventions are interrelated.

had to postpone this workshop due to the instabilities in the

In April 2018 we have invited the program coordinators of all

context). During these learning workshops the consortium

program countries, together with the Alliance members, to

members and their partners collectively reflected on the past

participate in a face-to-face week in the Netherlands. During

year to assess the main developments in the country program

this week we discussed the outcomes of the country work-

and to capture lessons and results of the capacity develop-

shops and certain thematic issues such as civic space and the

ment for L&A and the implementation of the L&A itself. The

role of FBOs, needs for continuing capacity development, data

workshop outline has been designed in such a way (modulair

collection for food security, and how to strengthen connections

with templates, focused on learning and with the possibility for

in L&A between southern countries and northern L&A (the

country specific adaptation) that it could be re-used annually.

Netherlands, EU level).

Important bycatch for the workshops was to ‘re-introduce’

We will use the outcomes and learnings of all these workshop

the instruments in use (lobby logbook, stories of change) and

in our midterm evaluation, to be done mid-2018.

demonstrate how these can facilitate learning, both on results
and on CEA’s contribution
While working through the 5 workshop modules (on program
development, capacity development for L&A, L&A, ToC review
and learning 4 planning) indeed a good insight could be got in
the status of the program and it provided a real basis for joint
learning and ownership of the program.The participants have
judged their ToCs and its assumptions (made changes or not)
and shared stories of change based on their logbook information; they also updated their planning for 2018 with the necessary information of the assessment and learning.
General conclusion of the country workshops has been that
the original Theories of Changes and assumptions are still valid
and it was not necessary to make fundamental changes in
the ToCs. In the first implementation year, moreover, insight in
local realities and lobby opportunities has been growing. This
resulted in a process of making ToCs more focused and more
concrete, reformulating certain interventions and results and in
some cases reviewing the intervention logic.
Synergy between different pathways of change has been growing, this was one of the main outcomes in many countries. In
some countries, pathways 3 and 4 are implemented hand in
hand, in other countries pathways 2 and 3, and in all cases
pathway 1, civic space and capacity development, has become
a more integrated part of the ToC. In our aim to increase civic
space for CSOs, we are focusing more on the specific types of
CSOs where we have experience and networks, such as trade
unions, faith based organizations and local community based
organizations. For our ToC for the Netherlands/international
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Indonesia



Cooperation with Indonesian Ministries for UNGP imple-

Alliance members: ICCO, Kerk in Actie, CNV Internationaal

mentation. In 2017 the National Commission for Human

Pathways 3 and 4 focus on promoting UNGP implemen-

Rights launched a National Action Plan on Business and

tation, labor rights and children’s rights in the agricultural

Human Rights (NAP). Civic Engagement Alliance members

sector; in particular palm oil, rice and spices.

and the National NGO-Platform (Konsil LSM) are actively
engaged in this process and approached several Ministries
to lobby for commitment to UNGP implementation. After a
2-days seminar in December, Konsil LSM had a meeting with

Context and program

the Ministry for Cooperatives and SMEs, resulting in joint deci-

In 2017, there were no major changes in the context, leading

sions on UNGP trainings and dissemination in 2018.

to adjustments in our program. Civic space in Indonesia is
under pressure but NGOs have room to act and influence.



Capacity development for L&A for labor rights and

Specific communities and activists, such as the LGBTI

UNGPs. Strengthened capacity of over 600 participants in

communities and minority faith communities faced certain

L&A trainings (labor union members) and around 100 NGOs

incidents. The Indonesian government became more restric-

involved in the use of a L&A tool, knowing the essence of

tive in allowing financial support to CSOs from countries that

the UNGP and how to use the tools (promotion of labor and

are suspected from connections with terrorist networks. The

children’s rights) in palm plantations, rice and spice sectors,

context for the UNGP implementation has become more open

in particular focusing on reducing the numbers of child

and supportive in 2017, and attention for the importance of

laborers.

responsible business is growing within government and the
private sector.
The learning workshop for Indonesia did result in some
changes in the ToC of pathway 4.

Main results


Improving labor and children’s rights in the palm oil
sector. Civic Engagement Alliance members and partners
have joined forces to promote responsible business in palm
oil plantations, resulting in the development of a toolkit and
engagement in a multi-stakeholder partnership with private
sector parties. Several companies (e.g. the Golden Agri
Resources (GAR) group) have made concrete promises to
work on responsible business and have shown commitment
to comply with Children’s Rights Business Principles.
Based on the outcomes of a research on labor rights violations in the Indonesian palm oil sector entitled Palming
off responsibility- Labor rights violations in the Indonesian
palm oil sector, Alliance members have been able to start a
dialogue with palm oil company Wilmar on improving labor
conditions at the Indonesian plantations and establishing a
collective bargaining agreement.
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Cambodia

Main results
Alliance members: ICCO, Kerk in Actie, CNV Internationaal



Increased cooperation with the Cambodian govern-

Pathways 1, 3 and 4, improving an enabling environment

ment on Safe Vegetables. To increase awareness

for CSOs in Cambodia, promoting responsible business and

about the national strategy, goal and approach of the

promotion of local and safe vegetables.

General Directorate of Agriculture (GDA) of the Cambodian
Government on Good Agricultural Practices (GAP), to create
opportunities for NGOs, farmers and other stakeholders to
influence policy change, we hosted a Safe Vegetables event

Context and program

together with GDA. This was followed by a Partner Up event

The recent developments in Cambodia, leading up to the elec-

on 21 April which was entitled “National Workshop on Food

tions in July 2018, have led to international concerns over the

Safety.” The workshop resulted in one statement on vegeta-

space for civil society in Cambodia. In September 2017, opposi-

ble safety to government (L&A).

tion leader Kem Sokha of the Cambodia National Rescue Party
(CNRP) was arrested and in November the party was dissolved.



Increased cooperation in L&A between local partners in

In September 2017, one of ICCO’s prospective partners for path-

three workshops for ICCO and CNV partners. Attendees were

way 4 became temporarily suspended. The organization was

local organizations on human rights, research, advocacy and

allowed to reopen in February 2018. Further, the independent

trade unions. This resulted in increased capacities for L&A in

newspaper Cambodia Daily was closed over a tax dispute with

the current situation; using the 10-Step approach, identifica-

the government. Fifteen radio stations were also closed over

tion of common issues to focus on and agreement on roles

non-compliance with their contract with the government.

of alliance members. These findings were summarized in

These developments have had a significant impact on the

the Action Plan for Change. However, due to political develop-

work of NGOs and thus also reflected on activities of the Civic

ments after May 2017, some activities were delayed as some

Engagement Alliance. Since September 2017 activities for

local partners shifted their priorities and/or focus

pathway 4 have been postponed to 2018. On the other hand,
pathway 3 activities on economic empowerment, focusing



Increased awareness among consumers on Safe

on safe and local vegetable production, are welcomed. The

Vegetables through a daily radio program throughout 2017,

Cambodian government and companies are positive towards

focusing on mobilizing consumers to demand safe, locally

working together with NGOs to encourage farmers to reduce

produced vegetables that are predominantly produced in

pesticide use and comply with certification criteria for safe

smallholder farms throughout Cambodia. The radio program

produce.

also advocates for better policies and stricter enforcement

For CNV’s partners, the trade union law that has been adopted

of regulations on food safety. The radio station hosting

by the government has made it difficult for unions to guaran-

the program was among those closed by government.

tee their status in companies. The trade union leaders of one

The consumer awareness raising campaign continued via

of the partner organizations face charges and their freedom

Facebook from September 2017 onwards.

of movement is limited. As it is difficult to organize gatherings, CNV’s partners now work mainly through dialogues at
company level and with government officials.
The complicated situation in Cambodia has led to the postponement of our learning workshop; the implications for
the ToC still have to be discussed. It is clear, however, that
the changes in the context will ask for adjustment of our
strategies.
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Myanmar

Cooperation. We have handed the report over in person to the
Alliance members: ICCO, Kerk in Actie, Leprazending

European delegation in Yangon, including the team of nego-

Pathways 1, 3 and 4, focus on empowerment and human

tiators from Brussels. Currently the IPA negotiations are on

rights of farmers and workers in the agricultural sectors.

hold, because of the crisis in Rakhine State.

Specific attention for inclusion of women, youth and people
with disabilities.



L&A for an enabling environment in the mungbean
sector, including the set-up of Myanmar Agriculture Network
Pulses & Oilseeds working group. Key topics for L&A have
been defined, such as import policy changes by the Indian

Context and program

government, food safety/quality and export requirements,

An important context change for our program implementation

inputs/costs and labor issues, quality and availability of

were the (quite suddenly announced) import restrictions in India

seeds, innovation for sustainable agriculture including mech-

on pulses and beans from Myanmar. This import stop has a

anization and climate change.

huge impact on black gram beans and pigeon pea farmers in
Myanmar; for our current focus crop, mungbean, consequences



Inauguration of the National Committee on the Rights

are less severe however. These developments have led to

of Persons with Disabilities, in which Dr Zaw of TLMM

unexpected L&A activities, for example the set-up of a national

(Civic Engagement Alliance partner) was invited to have a

Beans & Pulses working group (with ICCO as main facilitator),

seat. Moreover, after years of preparation and lobbying, the

under the Myanmar Agricultural Network.

by-laws for the 2015 Myanmar Law on the Right of Persons

On a national level, the humanitarian and political crisis in

with Disabilities are in their final stages before final approval.

Rakhine State is severely impacting on the country’s peace
process and also increasingly on the space in which UN, (I)



Capacity development for L&A and Business & Human

NGOs, CSOs and journalists work. Since the Civic Engagement

Rights. Participants (30 practitioners from our partner organ-

Alliance is mainly focusing on agricultural development and

izations) learned about UNGPs, OECD guidelines, responsible

empowerment of smallholder farmers, we have not experi-

business practices in supply chains and children’s rights, and

enced a strong influence on our program. With one clear excep-

how to lobby for implementation of these standards.

tion and that is the postponement of the signing of the IPA.
We see a growing willingness of the country to make efforts to
protect the rights of people with disabilities, which is favorable for the disability inclusion focus of the Civic Engagement
Alliance program. In 2015, the Myanmar Law on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities was enacted. At the end of 2017, a
National Committee was formed, and by-laws entered their
final stages in the approval process.
During the learning workshop, Alliance members and partners
have reviewed the ToC and concluded that there was no need to
make changes in the ToC and the assumptions.

Main results


Lobby with regard to IPA. Publication of ‘The Pending
EU-Myanmar Investment Protection Agreement: Risks
& Opportunities’ by the ACT Alliance, steered by ICCO
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India

Producer Organizations (FPOs)) have got the opportunity to
Alliance members: Kerk in Actie, Wilde Ganzen, Edukans,

speak of their interests during MAWC meetings in 2017. This

Light for the World

has resulted, for example, in access to finance of a Farmer

Pathways 1, 2, 3 and 4. Focus on enabling space for NGOs,

Producer Organization in Assam.

nutrition, smallholder empowerment and responsible
business in the agrifood sector (Assam state), in particular



Commitment of government officials on various topics
through round tables and consultations. In 2017, we

women’s and children’s issues; disability inclusion

have been able to engage government officials and decision
makers on a regular basis through various district and state
level consultations, sharing research findings with them

Context and program

(evidence for dialogue). Some examples of outcomes of

In India the context hasn’t changed fundamentally in compari-

these round tables: joint CSO petition on Goods and Service

son to our baseline study in 2016. Government has been intro-

Tax; commitment and support of the chairperson of the

ducing new laws and provisions such as the new taxation law,

Assam State Women Commission towards the nutritional

intense monitoring processes and stricter legal conditions.

status of imprisoned women and young children; commit-

In this context, our focus on supporting NGOs to comply with

ment of Assam state chapter of Small Farmers Agri Business

government demands and legal standards proofed to be very

Consortium to lobby for policies that enhance sustainability

relevant. With regard to thematic issues (such as food and

of FPOs.

nutrition security, smallholder empowerment and responsible
business), NGOs that are compliant can find room for dialogue



Mobilization of community level institutions in L&A.

with the government and the private sector, in particular at

CSOs, self help groups, women and children groups have

local levels and evidence-based. The SDG goals were a good

been sensitized on various issues (related to our pathways of

entrance in 2017 for policy dialogue.

change) through meetings, trainings, campaigns and other

During the learning workshop in India, partners and Alliance

mediums to share their concerns and demands. Example: a

members reviewed the ToC and assumptions. Some changes

Women’s Federation in Sonitpur district (Assam) advocated

have been made. In general, the geographical focus has

for access to nutrition for persons with disabilities, based

become sharper (Assam). In pathway 4, (adolescent) children

on disaggregated data they collected themselves after they

have been identified as key stakeholders in the prevention of

realised that there is a relationship between nutrition and

child labor (Civic Engagement Alliance research in 2017 has

disability.

shown presence of child labor in the agri-sector in Assam) and
will be more involved in awareness raising for children’s issues.



Capacity development for L&A. Women’s Federations

During 2017, the role of Edukans in L&A for skills has been

(10) and FPOs (5) have participated in the Change the

transferred to Civic Engagement Alliance India team. It has

Game Academy trainings for Mobilising Support and

still to be defined what the implications for the ToC will be for

Local Fundraising and developed their action plans. Civic

this thematic issue.

Engagement Alliance local partners were trained in disability
and inclusive facilitation of trainings. In addition to these L&A

Main results


trainings, specific training and support has been provided to

Formation of Multi Actor Working Committee (MAWC).

125 CSOs (Assam and Jharkhand) to comply with the strin-

We have formed MAWCs for the different pathways of change,

gent and complicated taxation laws. 90% of these organiza-

central advisory groups guiding and supporting the pathway

tions reported to have managed to comply. Thematic train-

agendas. MAWCs consist of eminent government represent-

ings on nutrition and access to finance have been offered to

atives, CSOs, partners and Alliance members. Direct benefi-

women’s federations and FPOs for better insight in govern-

ciaries (such as leaders of women federations and Farmer

ment policies and availing relevant opportunities.
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Bangladesh

in Bangladesh but the lobby for skills will be taken up by the
Alliance members: ICCO, Kerk in Actie, Wilde Ganzen,

Civic Engagement Alliance program team. Finally, a few new

Light for the World, Leprazending (Edukans and CNV phased

assumptions have been added to the country ToC. The new ToC

out in 2017)

is available (part of the learning workshop report).

Pathways 1, 2 and 3, focus on access to land, food and
nutrition, empowerment of smallholder farmers, in particular

Main results

women and people with disabilities



Access to land for marginalized groups. Partner organization Nijera Kori supported landless groups at local level
in lobbying for access to land. They organized workshops
and seminars at different levels (local, national), involving

Context and program

government officials. One example of a clear result is that a

Bangladesh faced a massive influx of near 1 million Rohingya

landless group in one community has managed to reclaim

refugees from August 2017. Humanitarian workers have strug-

use of government owned water body (Khas land) from the

gled to meet needs in sprawling refugee camps. In addition, the

Upazila Jalmahal Management Committee.

government continued to use the Information Technology Act
against critical voices, which means that freedom of expression



Cooperation with Government in nutrition research.

is severely limited. Working space is also shrinking for NGOs and

Our partner for Food and Nutrition Security approached the

CSOs in Bangladesh. However, the implementation of the Civic

national government, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Engagement Program has not been affected significantly for the

(national nutrition services wing), with the initiative to

thematic L&A issues since we are not working in the regions that

conduct further research on nutrition. Government officials

are most affected by the Rohingya influx.

have welcomed this initiative and agreed to undertake this

During the learning workshop for Bangladesh, some changes

initiative jointly.

have been made in the ToC. For pathway 1, the main change
is that we have excluded the issue of labor rights from our



Access to financial services for smallholder farmers. In

program. In 2016 and the beginning of 2017, the ICCO Bangladesh

pathway 3, we have supported smallholder farmers (FPOs) in

office started to work with CNV International and their partner, a

lobby for access to finance. During one of the lobby meetings,

labor confederation and three agricultural unions in Bangladesh.

the RAKUB Bank agreed to provide product specific seasonal

This partner would be involved in L&A for land rights and labor

loans on suitable terms and conditions to the farmers.

rights in the sector of informal agriculture. Quickly after the

Agreement signing is in process.

implementation started, CNV had to conclude that the local
partners were not able to implement the programme as foreseen



Capacity development. Trainings in L&A (Change the

by CNV and ICCO. Therefore ICCO and CNV International have

Game Academy) were provided. The (256) participants were

decided to stop the implementation of activities with the unions

landless women and men, CSO representatives, persons with

in Bangladesh. Pathway 1 has been reformulated, now focusing

disabilities and smallholders. They drafted action plans and

on access to land for marginalized groups.

we see first examples where these groups indeed approach

In pathway 3, the main change is additional focus on L&A

(local) governments and raise their voices.

for the position of people with disabilities and access to agri
services. A new partner has entered the program coalition,
experienced in inclusion strategies. Edukans contributed
to research on access to skills for the agrifood sector and
based on the outcomes we have defined our L&A strategy for the government extension department, to provide
services for smallholder farmers. Edukans stopped working
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Ethiopia

to the local context and languages, and trainers were trained
Alliance members: ICCO, Edukans, Tear, Light for the

in inclusive facilitation. Smallholder farmers (74) and self

World, Wilde Ganzen

help group cluster association members (100) participated

Pathways 2 and 3, focus on food and nutrition security,

in the trainings and developed dialogue plans, which have

in particular for women and people with disabilities, and

contributed largely to the dialogue results described below.

empowerment of smallholder farmers in potato and malt
barley value chains



Farmer producer organisations managed to secure
better prices for malt barley. Supported by a partner organization, 4 farmer organizations managed to be involved in official sales price setting of malt barley (normally set by private

Context and program

and government stakeholders) and finally managed to agree

The Ethiopian government announced a ‘state of emergency’

on a price increase from ETB 1050 to 1150 per 100 kg.

in 2016 which continued upto August 2017. The state of emergency was announced to control civil unrest, such as demon-



Persons with disabilities obtain land to start a small

strations and destruction of companies, protests resulting from

business. A cluster level association of 12 self help groups,

unemployment and lack of opportunities for youth and (ethnic)

run by people with disabilities, had the ambition to start a

inequalities in the governance of Ethiopia. During the state of

business but was refused land by local government (partly

emergency political engagements were further prohibited, but

because of lack of trust that people with disabilities can run

at the same time government initiated dialogue (with NGOs

a business). They managed to convince the Woreda adminis-

and churches) on how these organisation can contribute to

trator to provide them with a piece of land where they could

avoid civil unrest in the future (results are still to be observed).

develop a public television hall, enhancing income for this

Toward the end of 2017, new protests were announced. The

group.

situation for 2018 is difficult to predict, with a new prime
minister sharing ambitions for more space for free media and



Small ruminants program is implemented in a sustain-

opposition parties. So far, space for CSOs on Ethiopia has been

able way. In Offa Woreda in Wolaita, Southern Ethiopia the

labeled as ‘closed’ by CIVICUS.

local government was initiating a program for the commu-

During the learning workshop it has been concluded that the

nity to buy small ruminants such as sheep and goats. The

original ToC is still valid and the assumptions are correct. The

government tried to enforce local communities to buy the

exact dialogue topics distilled from the initial research will be

ruminants for rearing with an expensive loan. Members of

used to make the ToC more specific. The dialogue results (as

Self Help Group Cluster Associations resisted the program for

an outcome of the dialogue plans developed in the Change the

two main reasons. First they indicated that the animals were

Game Academy training) are beyond expectations (see below

too expensive and furthermore that rolling out a scheme

for examples). However, as many of the identified problems

for all farmers is an approach that would distort the local

require high-level government interventions to which space

ruminants market. As a result of the dialogue the program

is closed for CSOs, it might remain difficult to realize system

was halted and dialogue is ongoing how to proceed with the

change beyond local policy implementation level.

small ruminants scheme.

Main results


Capacity development was the major element of the
program in 2017. Research outcomes were validated together
with community groups and local partners, as a starting
point for technical capacity building with regard to policy
changes. Change the Game Academy trainings were adapted
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Kenya

and disabled famers) have been included in the CIDPs in
Alliance members: ICCO, Kerk in Actie, Edukans, Red een

Kisumu, Kakamega, Homabay and Busia counties, which

Kind, Wilde Ganzen

are the guiding policy documents on all County Government

Pathways 1, 2 and 3, focus on civic space, food and nutri-

operations for the next 5 years.

tion security, youth and children’s rights, smallholder
empowerment



Increased budget allocations for better access to
extension services. The budget allocations to support
increased access to agricultural extension services by
smallholder farmers in several counties has increased from

Context and program

5-7% in the current financial year after lobbying by the Civic

For Kenya, 2017 was a tough electioneering year with high

Engagement Alliance partners. In particular the presentation

levels of political uncertainty which interfered heavily with the

of research outcomes (on constraints in access) to county

implementation of the program. Partners experienced delays

government officials has contributed to this outcome.

and obstacles in implementing activities on the ground. Space
for civil society was decreased and civil society organizations



Formation of a Nutrition Multi stakeholder platform

faced deregistration, and a number of CSO members were

in Kakamega. This platform is spearheaded by one of the

tortured. This decreasing of space for CSOs made the Civic

partners (ADSWK) and brings together partners from all the

Engagement Alliance local partners postpone their advocacy

sectors working on Nutrition to develop the County Nutrition

activities until later in 2017, a more opportune time for engag-

Action plan. Nutrition has been included as a new key issue

ing government in dialogue.

in the counties plans after lobbying by the Civic Engagement

The PBO Act (NGO law) has not been operationalised by the

Alliance partners.

government of Kenya, and the government has blocked all L&A
efforts by civil society towards making it operational. This has



Capacity development. Partners use the learnings from

further reduced the space for CSOs.

the Change the Game Academy to identify lobby issues and

In the learning workshop the ToC has been reviewed. In particular

are active in lobby, following the stages of lobbying they

in pathways 2 and 3, some changes have been made to increase

were trained in. Partners also are developing their mobilizing

focus and coherence. Based on the realities on the ground, the

support campaigns, to increase their local support base for

steps and results have been formulated more SMART.

lobby.

In addition to these changes, the stakeholder analysis has been
reviewed, since the political context in Kenya in general and
at the county governments level of Kisumu, Kakamega, Busia,
Homabay more specifically has changed drastically after the
elections. This means building new relationships and gaining
new allies for our program goals. During the learning workshop,
the participants also stated the need to also focus on non-government lobby targets that are influential (such as community
and faith leaders).

Main results


Access to agri-skills included in County Integrated
Development Plans (CIDPs). Policy issues with regard to
agri-skills (identified from the baseline research on smallholder farmers (with focus on youth, women, marginalized
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Uganda



Smallholder farmers formulated dialogue agendas at

Alliance members: ICCO, Kerk in Actie, Edukans, Wilde

sub county and district levels. Small scale farmers have

Ganzen, Red een Kind, Tear, Woord en Daad, Light for the

become active in dialogue with government officials and the

World

private sector to improve access to quality inputs (e.g. seeds

Pathways 1, 2 and 3, focus on civic space, food and nutrition

and seedlings), and enhancement of bargaining power of

security and smallholder empowerment; disability inclusion

farmers. In Lango, this has resulted in the formulation of a
by-law that stipulates better working relationships between
smallholder farmers and private companies. In Soroti district
a MoU between farmers and Farm Africa has been signed for

Context and program

better prices of maize.

In Uganda, there has been a crack down in 2017 on organizations that support local pressure groups, especially those that



Skills assessment done to define L&A objectives. Three

support enhancement of transparency and accountability. The

skills assessment were undertaken to deepen understanding

new NGO Act and the Public Order Management Act make it

of the nature and role of agri-skills development for small

possible to restrict NGO activities, especially those that are

scale farmers and to define how access and quality of skills

perceived as supporting local organizations or lobby groups

services can be improved by dialogue.

that are seeking to push for improved accountability in public
service. We have seen examples of bank accounts of NGOs



Capacity development. Capacity building of local partners

being closed and offices raided because of government suspi-

took place in stakeholder mapping and engagement in L&A.

cion of engagement in so-called subversive activities. Legal

Partners are now able to identify and engage local farmers,

conditions for NGOs have become more strict.

technical and political stakeholders and define viable and

In the learning workshop, the ToC has been reviewed. The

concrete action plans for dialogue. The outcomes of research

overall ToC is still valid, as well as the strategies. In pathway

(e.g. on access to skills and seeds) have increased the

3, however, the initial definition of the lobby issues lacked

capacity to undertake evidence based lobby. Partners were

specificity. During the learning workshop we have concluded

also trained in the use of the lobby logbook, tracking the

that the focus on access and outreach of agriculture extension

different lobby activities and identifying outcome stories.

services that enhance access to agri-skills and markets need
to be specified further; a mapping and assessment of agricultural services will be done in 2018. This mapping will lead to a
clear dialogue agenda for farmers.
Finally, during the workshop the participants discussed strategies to connect lobby at local levels to lobby at national level.

Main results


Better understanding of and compliance to new
NGO laws. In our Civic Engagement Alliance program, we
supported the national NGO Forum in organizing dialogue
meetings to increase levels of understanding of the new
NGO laws. Government officials and NGO leaders participated
(263) and working relationships have been improved. So far,
all our implementing partners are compliant to the laws
and have not had any backlash on their activities from the
authorities.
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Mali

Main results
Alliance members: ICCO, Kerk in Actie, Edukans, Wilde



Constitutionalization of the right to adequate food.

Ganzen

The Civic Engagement Alliance supported the national

Pathways 1 and 2, focusing on food and nutrition security,

coalition of CSOs in their lobby actions towards members of

in particular for women and marginalized groups, and

Parliament to integrate the Right to Adequate Food in the new

children’s rights

Constitution. In the current policy the focus is on technical
and philanthropic approaches to food and nutrition security
and not on access to food as a human right. The Parliament
accepted to insert the Right to Adequate Food in the new

Context and program

constitutional amendment in June 2017. However, the

Mali is facing a protracted security crisis - especially in its

amendments need to be submitted in a referendum, sched-

northern and central region (Mopti). Armed attacks and intim-

uled for July 2017. Unfortunately the referendum has been

idation have been recurrently perpetrated both against civilian

postponed indefinitely due to political bargaining and unrest.

and the national and foreign forces. This instability has exacerbated ethnic and political tensions especially in the Mopti



Advocacy campaign on food diversification. The Civic

regions and at a certain extent to some areas of the Segou

Engagement Alliance contributed to the organization of the

region. While there were no major attacks in the capital city of

National Stock Exchange (on cereals and rice), a large scale

Bamako, however, armed robberies are on the rise and political

event that brought together stakeholders from the agricul-

tensions have influenced daily life due to the attempts of the

tural sector and national and local authorities. This event has

current regime to make constitutional changes on the elec-

contributed to the preparation of a public campaign on food

toral code.

diversification. Also, as a result of this event, some local deci-

Despite the efforts to restore stability through agreements

sion makers, such as the governor, decided to support the

between belligerent parties and international peacekeeping

initiative to include Food and Nutrition Security in the district

mission, the country security remains volatile. In the face

development papers.

of this security situation, civil society is supporting peace
negotiations and conflict resolution efforts at the community



Capacity development. Trainers (5) have been trained for

level. These efforts from civil society and the decision makers

the Change the Game Academy in Mali and in inclusive facili-

aiming for the resolution of the conflict, has inevitably resulted

tation. Local trainings for CSOs have been scheduled for 2018.

in less attention to the crucial aspects of development in
general, and to the food and nutrition security in particular.
Moreover, in addition to the context of armed conflict, the
country was preparing for the 2018 presidential elections.
We observed less space for dialogue between Government
and CSOs on food and nutrition security issues in Mali which
affected the implementation of the Civic Engagement Alliance
program negatively.
During the learning workshop, the logic of the original ToC
has been modified to better fit to local realities. The changes
resulted in clearer identification of the trajectory of the theory
(different types of changes) and reformulation of certain
results and interventions. A new graphic representation of the
ToC has been worked out by the participants (some additional
editing still has to be done).
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Benin

to identify bottlenecks within the chain (production, collecAlliance members: ICCO, Woord en Daad, CNV Internationaal

tion, marketing, processing and export); and to provide the

and Edukans

government with realistic solutions and packages of meas-

Pathways 1 and 3, focus on empowerment of smallholder

ures to substantially improve both the quantity and quality

farmers and workers in the shea and cashew value chains

of production and processing of shea nuts and other derived
products.


Successful lobby on shea export taxes. For the budget of

Context and program

the year 2018, the government had the intention to increase

Referring to the baseline study (2016) the environment in which

export taxes from 15 to 91 euros per ton without distinction

CSOs operate and contribute to development efforts has been

for shea and cashew. For shea, this would mean a tax equiv-

described as versatile. Since 2016, when a new regime got the

alent to 40% of the shea ton value a situation that provoked a

power, CSOs experience a diminishing space for civic society.

strong protest from the Shea coalition supported by the Civic

In 2017 trade unions in particular felt pressure (and media, but

Engagement Alliance program. The coalition approached the

these are not central in our program). Specific sectors such as

Head of State and he advised government members to have

Justice, Health, Education are under threat as the Parliament

a dialogue with the coalition in order to fix an appropriate

decided to withdraw their right to strike. The Constitutional

level of taxes for shea export. Finally, actors decided to main-

Court has rejected the Parliament vote. This situation has

tain the export taxes for shea at their previous level, 15 euros

generated a strong tension between government and unions.

per ton.

Denial of the right of trade unions appears as significant attack
on fundamental civil society rights in the country.



New supply mechanisms of factories for contract

In the learning workshop, the ToC has been reviewed by Alliance

farming. We supported cashew farmers and collectors in

members and partners. The basis of the ToC is still valid. Some

their dialogue with factories (private sector). This process led

results and interventions have been reformulated to adjust

to new mechanisms favoring both parties (win-win). In addi-

these to the program realities. We also discussed the stake-

tion, an important outcome has been that synergy between

holders, because since the change of government new actors

parties (producers, private actors) has been increased, and

appeared that we have to take into account in our strategies.

this synergy has been an asset for the newly created cashew

The adjusted ToC is available as part of the workshop report.

nut coalition (Cashew Coalition) as part of the implementation of the Civic Engagement Alliance program.

Main results


Shea sector as priority sector. Marginalized for a long



Capacity development. Trainers (12, from different partner

time, the shea sector has revealed itself, in recent years, as

organizations) have been trained as trainers for the Change

a sector with consistent economic potential and a means of

the Game Academy, and in inclusive facilitation. Local train-

fighting extreme poverty of rural women in Benin. Many farm-

ings for CSOs have been scheduled for 2018.

ers’ organizations (including our Civic Engagement Alliance
partners) have consistently called on the government to
devote greater attention to this sector, which employs more
than 200,000 rural women. It appears that shea farmers’
organizations have succeeded in convincing the Beninese
government. As result, the government has decided to establish an advisory committee (under the direct authority of
the Head of State) to propose a plan for the promotion and
development of the shea sector. The committee’s mission is
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Bolivia

consumption habits, defining key actors (young graduates,
Alliance members: ICCO, Kerk in Actie, Edukans

capable of exercising leadership in their environment), advo-

Pathways 1, 2 and 3, focus on access to land, advocacy for

cacy targets and allies. In addition, the advocacy methodolo-

nutritious food and empowerment of indigenous small-

gies and communication strategies have been worked out.

holder farmers


Dialogue indigenous producers (Chaco region) and
local government. Indigenous smallholder producers
(female) have been supported in their dialogue with local

Context and program

government to get government support for peanut produc-

In 2017, political positions have been polarizing and generated a

tion and access to markets. This has resulted in recognition

permanent malaise in the population. In the economic sphere,

and support for women’s groups, signed agreements with

Bolivia continues betting on the production of large-scale

local governments and access to loans.

exports, affecting the territories of indigenous and peasant
communities and their territorial rights. It remains relevant to



Inclusion of professional technical training in the

support CSOs and organizations of affected indigenous peas-

agenda of the Global Campaign for the Right to

ants at local and territorial levels.

Education in Bolivia. Previously the main focus of atten-

Due to the constant economic growth, a middle class is emerg-

tion was on regular education. The importance of technical

ing, with changing consumption patterns, demanding for junk

training and the need for its articulation with the demands of

and ultra processed foods. Rates of overweight and obesity

the labor market has been included in the Declaration of Civil

have grown alarmingly. With regard to youth employment, the

Society for the 2030 Agenda, lobby result to which the Civic

government has created employment plans, a framework that is

Engagement Alliance actively contributed.

enabling for our Civic Engagement Alliance program. Alternative
education and higher vocational training are included as subsystems in the Education law, but there are limitations in implementation and resources.
During the learning workshop, the ToC has been reviewed and a
few minor reformulations have been done. In general, the original ToC and assumptions are still valid.

Main results


Renewed agenda of indigenous autonomies. The Civic
Engagement Alliance program has fostered a multi-stakeholder event, which generated a new agenda, agreements and
future commitments of joint work between the State and leaders of indigenous territories. We influenced this agenda using
outcomes of several studies (for example on water management) done within the Civic Engagement Alliance program.



Capacity development and MANQ’A L&A strategy
defined. Within the Manq’a program, young people have been
trained and supported to make a context analysis of the
problems related to (un)healthy food. An advocacy strategy
has been defined, related to the right to food and healthy
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Central America

Main results
Alliance members: ICCO, Kerk in Actie, CNV Internationaal,



Increased participation in National Youth Front in

Wilde Ganzen

Guatemala. Youth leaders strengthened their participa-

Pathway 1, focusing on civic space and youth empower-

tion and organization in order to influence political actors

ment and indigenous land management.

to advance the youth agenda of social inclusion, with a
special emphasis on the approval of the Youth Law. The Civic
Engagement Alliance program advocated for this legislation,
e.g. in the ‘Being young is a right’ campaign. As a result the

Context and program

National Youth Front has gained legitimacy as valid inter-

Guatemala suffered from social unrest, demonstrations and

locutor for youth voices and claims within the Congress in

national strikes, questioning the position of the president and

Guatemala.

initiating discussions on legal reforms. Civic space was under
threat and violence against social leaders increased. This has



Strengthened voices of youth leaders at local levels. In

impacted the program. Political actors focused their work

different regions, youth leaders have been lobbying, e.g. for

on these developments, which has frozen other legislative

the needs of indigenous youth in San Marcos.

discussions, such as the Youth Law Proposal. Resignations
in the presidential cabinet have affected L&A work that had



Dialogue indigenous leaders and European decision

already been advanced. Partners were engaging in broader

makers. Members of the Mesoamerican Alliance of Peoples

civic space issues. By the end of 2017, the situation has

and Forests (MAPF) participated in a bus tour around Europe

improved and we expect room for dialogue on youth issues in

and the COP23 on Climate Change (supported by the Civic

the coming time.

Engagement Alliance program), to advocate for forest protec-

In the broader Central American context, there haven’t been

tion. They were able to dialogue with decision makers in

considerable changes for indigenous peoples and forest-de-

Europe and presented representative agendas, including the

pendent communities. The Mesoamerican region continues

Mesoamerican Territorial Fund. This resulted in greater atten-

to be one of the most violent regions in the world, also for

tion for the importance of indigenous resource and forest

environment defenders. Territorial rights are continuously

management, autonomy and sustainable livelihoods.

under pressure. The main desired change in our baseline
study continues to be relevant: ‘an enabling environment has



Capacity development. Youth leaders (20) have been

to be created so that the interests of indigenous and forest

trained in L&A in the Change the Game Academy, from differ-

dependent people are respected and guaranteed in every

ent local partner organizations. In addition to these trainings,

territorial rights policy decision-making in the governments of

local partners also engaged in capacity building processes.

Mesoamerica’.

Youth leaders were trained in public policies in youth issues,

The ToCs have been reviewed by partners and Alliance

methodologies for youth empowerment and labor rights.

members during the learning workshop. For the youth

The Civic Engagement Alliance program contributed to the

empowerment program in Guatemala, the defined outcome

participation of 85 youth leaders (from member organiza-

has been enriched and reformulated: “Empowered youths

tions of the National Youth Front) as trainers of trainer in the

and defenders of their rights assume leadership through their

Academy of Social Formation. We estimated that at least

strengthened organizations and networks, including labor

489 youth leaders and 45 youth organizations by their efforts

unions, to promote public policies and laws in favor of their

strengthened their capacities to claim youth rights in social,

interests at local and national levels”. The ToC for indigenous

political and decision-making spaces, through a diversity of

land management hasn’t been changed.

L&A activities within the program.
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The Netherlands and lobby at international levels



Collecting and sharing evidence on the role of Faith

Alliance members: ICCO, Kerk in Actie, Edukans, Wilde

Based Organisations. We have designed a trajectory for

Ganzen, CNV Internationaal, Prisma, Woord en Daad

more research (literature review, field studies) on the role of

Pathways 1, 2, 3 and 4, focus on lobby in the Netherlands

FBOS in promoting civic space (studies will be finalized in

and EU level, connecting southern and northern L&A

2018). We have been engaged in several networks and meetings (ACT Alliance, World Council of Churches, MOFA, Partos)
to raise awareness on this role of FBOs, share information
and ‘test’ the relevance of our research.

Context and program
2017 has been the year of Parliament elections and a long



Improvement of IDH’s (gender) policy. As a member of

process of cabinet formation. So lobby efforts concentrated

IDH (Netherlands-based Sustainable Trade Initiative) we have

in general to influence the Coalition Agreement, MOFA prepar-

influenced IDH’s gender policy by introducing 2 practical tools

ing for the new policy and the Parliament in its first debate on

and an infographic, enabling European businesses (traders,

the budget for international cooperation. Changes in parlia-

retailers) to assess their supply chains on gender, inclusion

ment also led to many new spokespersons for international

and good business conduct. As a result, these tools have

cooperation and we have invested in building relationships

been fully integrated into IDH’s gender policy.

and contribute to information and knowledge sharing on the
main themes of our Theory of Change. By the end of 2017, it



Influencing the EU’s Consensus on Development.

was too early to evaluate the implications of the new policy

Through participation in the CONCORD Network (Brussels)

and the consequences for our lobby strategies. At EU level,

we have contributed to achieving the result that in its new

we haven’t seen important changes in the political context.

Consensus on Development, the European Commission more

For our lobby in the Netherlands and international level, we

explicitly than before mentioned support to smallholder

reviewed our ToC during our learning workshop. Reflecting on

farmers and to agroecology as elements of its food security

pathways 2 and 3, interventions and results, we concluded

policy.

that it is more logical to integrate these pathways, since they
are so much interrelated. We will further work this out in



Manifest on Food Transition. We have participated in the
AgriProFocus Policy Working Group and the elaboration of the

2018.

Manifest on Food Transition, a common call from the Dutch

Main results


Diamond towards the new cabinet to secure continued atten-

Strong attention for civic space in the upcoming ACT

tion for sustainable agri-food systems. A so-called ‘Schijf van

Alliance strategy. Through our participation in the Advisory

6’ was developed and presented to members of Parliament.

Group on Development Policy and Practice (and other platforms and consultation rounds) we have contributed to this



Improved respect of policy on trade missions and

new strategy for ACT Alliance (a coalition of 146 churches

responsible business. The Civic Engagement Alliance,

and FBOs working in more than 100 countries). In the draft

together with the MVO Platform, has been lobbying for more

strategy, the role of civil society (and FBOs) gets strong

government attention for the low percentage of companies

attention.

committed to the international standards on CSR, based on
a research done by VBDO, linking these outcomes to the



CONCORD Policy Paper on Promoting Civic Space.

participation of companies in trade missions. Members of

Through ACT EU (and direct contacts with CONCORD) we

Parliament raised critical questions to the minister and she

have contributed to this policy paper to support CONCORD

agreed on taking further steps, since it is against government

members in their advocacy for civic space and an enabling

policy that companies are joining trade missions without

environment.

respecting the CSR principles.
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Indonesia

Palm Oil Companies to Comply with Children’s Rights
Palm oil production is an important sector for the economy of

Trade Unions in the Netherlands) and its local partner HUKATAN,

Indonesia. According to data from Indonesia’s Statistics Agency

have joined forces to promote responsible business in palm oil

(BPS), the total area of oil palm plantations in Indonesia is

plantations, mainly focusing on improving labor and children’s

currently around 11.9 million hectares which is almost three

rights.

times as big as the Netherlands. Indonesian palm oil production
in 2016 was estimated at 36 million metric tonnes as stated in

The way forward: multi-stakeholder collaboration

Indonesia Investment, making Indonesia the largest producer

The Alliances specifically advocates for the implementation of

and exporter of palm oil worldwide. However, human rights

children’s rights in the palm oil sector. Our specific approach is

violation still can be found in the palm oil production.

to do this in a collaborative way, by getting on board all important stakeholders. This started in 2016 with the development

Palm oil industries are under increasing international pressure

of a toolkit for the ‘Implementation of Children’s Rights and

to adhere to responsible business. However, there are gaps

Business Principles (CRBP) in palm oil plantations’. ICCO and

from the company’s policy on responsible business and how

PKPA invited companies to consult on CRBP, UNGP and other

it is implemented on the ground. As an example, child labor

tools. Three palm oil plantation companies, namely PT. Golden

is forbidden on the policy paper but the practice children

Agri Resources (GAR, one of the biggest palm oil plantation

are involved in the harvesting palm fruit at the plantations.

companies with more than 400 supply chains in Indonesia),

Meanwhile, the growth of palm oil areas and production is

PT. Amal Tani, and PT. Langkat Nusantara Kepong (LNK) were

expected to have a positive impact on the community around

involved in the toolkit development and played an important

the plantation and to improve their working and living condi-

role in the baseline survey, focus group discussions and social-

tions, including the children’s position.

ization to relevant stakeholders at local and national levels.

The Civic Engagement Alliance is a 5 year program in partner-

The lobby and advocacy strategy being used within the

ship with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the Netherlands.

Civic Engagement Alliance of collaboration and constructive

The program focuses on responsible business to increase

engagement building a multi-stakeholder partnership was

the adherence of the private sector and government to the

much appreciated by companies, such as GAR. A high-level

UNGP (United Nation Guiding Principles on Human Rights), by

officer from GAR emphasized the importance of cooperation

ensuring that the private sector respects human rights in their

and collaboration with NGOs. “The problem on the ground

business operations and can be held accountable for human

tells us the need to cooperate with others. Conflicts with local

rights compliance. ICCO Cooperation, KiA (Kerk in Actie) and its

communities are not benefiting the company. And we see

local partner, PKPA (Child Protection Studies Center), together

the solution in promoting social business by involving local

with CNV International (The National Federation of Christian

communities.”
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The same reaction was given by Keumala, Executive Director

The Civic Engagement Alliance program, by promote the

of PKPA, “Working in collaboration with companies is a new

importance of respecting children’s rights and human rights

approach for an NGO. We are used to working with communities

in business operation, will support the implementation of

by empowering them, but more and more, we work together

the Indonesia National Program to be Child Labor Free under

with companies. We advise companies how to eliminate child

the Ministry of Labor Force. Indonesia aims to eliminate any

labor and to engage with local communities and authorities to

form of child labor as part of the National Action Plan (NAP)

discuss difficulties aiming to create child friendly villages.

for Child Labor Free by 2022. The program will also contribute to the creation of child-friendly villages; it is a national

Promises and commitments to do better

program of the Ministry of Women’s Empowerment and Child

In September 2017, GAR hosted an open forum and invited

Protection.

ICCO and PKPA to introduce the responsible business
program and CRBP tools to GAR suppliers in Medan, North
Sumatra. The result from this forum is that GAR will scale
up the CRBP initiative and work on labor and human rights
compliance across Sumatra where they have their supply
chains. GAR was willing to promote this topic during their
side event at the RSPO (Roundtable Sustainable Palm Oil)
Annual Meeting 2017 in Bali.
The side event at the RSPO Annual Meeting was held in
November 2017 and focused on ‘Promoting Responsible
Business Practices for Sustainable Palm Oil’. “GAR has a

strong commitment to supporting its suppliers and creating
a more sustainable supply chain. Through this event, we
hope to show that we are ready to engage with other players
to tackle these issues,” says Mr. Daniel Prakarsa, Commercial
Sustainability Lead at GAR. In 2018, GAR will urge their ten
suppliers in North Sumatra and Riau province and influence
the managerial decision to comply with Children Right
Business Principles in the villages at palm plantations.
According to Keumala most of the palm oil plantation
companies have claimed that they already comply with the
minimum age of their workers. Thus, there is no child labor
to be found in the palm oil factory, but it might be different
if we look at supply chain level, as the company themselves
cannot guarantee that there is no child labor recruited by
the supplier or the middle man who sell raw fruit or palm oil.
However, we also see other aspects related to children rights
in this industry. For example, some of the child care facilities
in the palm oil plantations, provided by the company to make
sure that the workers can leave their child and not involve
them [the child] in working situation, are so basic. This
means that the staff in the child care need to have sufficient
qualifications to run it, which is not always the case. All the
stakeholders in various dialogues and events have already
stated their commitment to work together and it gives hope
that some of the situations in the field, as mentioned by
Keumala, will be tackled through effective collaboration.
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Myanmar

Negative Implications for Human Rights by the
EU-Myanmar Investment Protection Agreement
After being isolated under the authoritarian military junta

people. According to Marleen Brouwer, ICCO Country Coordinator

regime for more than five decades, Myanmar started opening

for Myanmar, “By publishing this report, our alliance wants to

up to the world again in 2010. Myanmar’s openness is happen-

raise awareness to a broader audience about the implications

ing in various aspects including politically and economically.

on the EU-Myanmar IPA. We are concerned about the potential

The opening-up of the country is also reflected in the search

human rights violations that might follow from this IPA, and we

for new foreign investments, such as with Member States of

demand more transparency about the IPA negotiation process”.

the European Union (EU). Myanmar began negotiating a bilateral Investment Protection Agreement (IPA) with the European

As stated in the report, the IPA can have a major negative

Commission (EC) in March 2014.

impact on human rights related to land rights. Poor and
marginalized people and communities in Myanmar are already

The purpose of the EU-Myanmar IPA is to offer EU investors and

experiencing land grabbing affiliated to foreign investments. In

companies guarantees that their investments will be treated

the country where land tenure is weak, more investment can

fairly and on equal footing to other investors. For Myanmar,

lead to land grabbing and other violations related to human

creating legal certainty and predictability for companies may

rights. As noted by one CSO representative in the research

help to attract and maintain foreign direct investment (FDI) to

interviews, “At present, there are no concessions in this country

support the country’s development.

that are not ambiguous.” Under the current laws, the Myanmar
government is able to re-possess and re-dedicate land on

Report about the ipa by act alliance, in collaboration
with cea Myanmar

basis of unclear criteria and for ambiguously defined reason.

ICCO Cooperation, being in the lead for the Civic Engagement

vulnerability, in terms of food insecurity and inadequate hous-

Alliance (CEA) in Myanmar, together with Danish Church

ing, of local rural and coastal populations to social and envi-

Aid-Norwegian Church Aid, ACT Forum Myanmar and the ACT

ronmental impacts due to their overwhelming dependence on

Alliance office in Brussels, commissioned the report called

land-based subsistence agriculture or local fishing.

The Myanmar Center for Responsible Business points to a high

“The Pending EU – Myanmar Investment Protection Agreement:
Risks and Opportunities”. This study used a rights-based

Moreover, the IPA may deprive government decision-makers

approach to look at the IPA, and focused on the potential

from the policy space necessary to harness investment to

implications of the agreement on land rights, the right to food

serve the country’s goals of democratic development and

and its fair distribution, the right to adequate housing, and the

sustainable peace. It also has potential to bankrupt the country

right to self-determination including the rights of indigenous

through potential lawsuit led by foreign companies. The provi-
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sion for Investor-to-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) will allow

ICCO’s Lobby & Advocacy guide with its 10-steps approach will be

foreign company to bypass national courts and take complaint

translated to Burmese. This guide is written for Myanmar practi-

to an international tribunal.

tioners and scholars when they are preparing to influence decision-makers (both public and private sector) on a specific issue.

Next steps

The 10 steps contain the making of a lobby & advocacy action

The CEA is a five-year program in partnership with the Ministry

plan, and how to do effective implementation and follow-ups of

of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands. The program focuses on

lobby & advocacy activities.

conducting lobby and advocacy to benefit economic empowerment of smallholder farmers, and responsible business. Under
the CEA, a number of recommendations from the ACT Alliance
report on the EU-Myanmar IPA have been followed up.
Continuous lobby and advocacy has been done towards the
European Commission’s Directorate General for Trade in Brussels,
and the EU Delegations in Yangon and Bangkok, Parliamentarians
and Myanmar’s Directorate of Investment and Company
Administration for more scrutiny about potential human rights
violations, and more transparency about these kinds of negotiation processes. According to ICCO and its local and international
partners of the ACT Alliance, ALTSEAN-Burma, Transnational
Institute and other advocacy organizations, these processes, not
only the EU-Myanmar IPA which is currently on hold due to the
crisis in Rakhine State, require proper and timely consultation
sessions. It is important that also Myanmar civil society groups
get a better insight in the terms and conditions of the agreement.
Moreover, according to a recent article in Frontier Myanmar,
Myanmar’s government trade promotion body has signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the European
Chamber of Commerce to promote bilateral trade and investments from European companies. To learn more about the differences and similarities between this MoU and the halted IPA, ICCO
is currently investigating the contents of this MoU.
Furthermore, ICCO Cooperation, Church of Sweden and ALTSEANBurma organized a successful Business & Human Rights (BHR)
training for the local partner organizations of ICCO, CoS and other
members of the ACT Alliance in Myanmar. A total of 19 organization representatives attended the 2 x 4 day training. For most
of the participants, it was their first encounter with the theme
of BHR. As stated by one of the participants, “The concept is still

new and represent still a challenge to follow. Yet, we believe
it is useful and we will be able to apply these learning in our
advocacy and community works”. As a result of the training, the
participants will continue to collaborate in groups, focusing on
a BHR-related theme they want to do lobby and advocacy on.
Among the topics are land rights, rights violations in the rock
mining industry, and anti-discrimination for people with disabilities and youth in the workplace.

Annual Report 2017

29

Civic Engagement Alliance

Uganda

Farmers reject poor quality seedlings in Teso
In August 2017 Church of Uganda (COU) - TEDDO organized sub

then Labori (Serere District), Gweri and Kamuda (in Soroti

county dialogues between community members and sub county

district). Cases of these rejections were publicized by local

technical and political staff of Kapir Sub County in Ngora district,

radios in Soroti and one case appeared in the New Vision news-

Labor, Pingire and Bugondoub counties in Serere district. During

paper of 26th September 2017 under the heading; “Soroti rejects

these dialogues, farmers raised the issue of poor quality seed and

OWC seedlings”

disease infested seedlings being supplied under the Operation
Wealth Creation programme. The sub county officials responded
by saying that nobody had brought this issue to their attention
and farmers had been receiving the seeds/seedlings without any
complaint. The sub county officials also added that farmers were
not competent enough to identify quality seeds/seedlings and
could be merely acting on rumours in order to sabotage a government programme. TEDDO therefore took up the responsibility to
empower farmers on how to identify quality seeds and seedlings,
including providing them with knowledge on the common pests
and diseases especially those affecting citrus. This was equally
aired out on radio through talk shows and jingles sponsored by
TEDDO for the benefit of the entire sub region.
Having been empowered with knowledge on how to identify
quality seeds and seedlings, the farmers started scrutinizing
seedlings supplied to them by Operation Wealth Creation. In



September 2017 farmers across Teso started rejecting disease

members on how to further detect disease carrying seedlings. This

infested seedlings that were being supplied by Operation

was after communities supported by TEDDO rejected the seedlings

Wealth Creation. It started in Kapir Sub county (Ngora district),

that were affected by the greening disease in Soroti District.

The Agricultural Officer of Soroti District giving tips to TEDDO Board

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––


Photo above: The Resident District Commissioner Soroti District explaining to the supplier and the public why the seedlings had been rejected.

This was in the presence of the Agricultural officer (displaying the infected seedlings), TEDDO Board members, farmer representatives, Operation
Wealth Creation staff and TEDDO staff.
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Bolivia

Municipal Government will adopt the construction system
of rainwater harvest for indigenous and peasant families
in 2018 in Villamontes
Lack of water for human consumption and agricultural

After visiting the community where the first rainwater harvest

production is one of the most serious difficulties for rural fami-

system was constructed with plates, the municipality showed

lies living in the rural area of the Chaco; a region reaching high

interest in signing an inter-institutional collaboration agreement

temperatures throughout 9 months of the year and in which

with CERDET, with the objective of learning the methodologies

it is frequent to find that water from wells has too much salt-

for implementation of these water tanks and in order to finance

peter, sulfate and arsenic.

construction of similar models for more than a hundred families which do not have water, and for labour training of youths

A low-cost system for water harvest developed in Brazil with

in order to construct these systems, in addition to opening the

construction of two million water tanks starting in the year

possibility for other later collaborations.

2000 proved that it is possible to improve food security of
two million families.

Until December, work was carried out in coordination with the
Mayoralty for the construction of two other water tanks, in

As a result of exchange trips, this methodology was intro-

which municipality staff was trained. An indigenous organi-

duced by CERDET in the municipality of Villamontes. Municipal

zation, Transierra – an oil company and CERDET are exploring

authorities and reporters were invited to get to know this expe-

the possibility of constructing around 90 more water wells for

rience in a Weenhayek community; these authorities and mass

indigenous families.

media were surprised by the system’s efficiency and low cost
(USD 1,070), which can store 16,000 liters of water, suitable for

In December, with the participation of and sponsored by the

families living in isolated places.

Municipal Government, an international forum was organized
with International Land Coalition, with the participation of

In October of 2017, the municipal Mayoralty invited CEDET

representatives of institutions from Paraguay, Brazil, Argentina

to present their work experience with these water harvest

and Bolivia; in order to share their experiences regarding these

systems, and at that time they were able to explain the

rainwater harvest systems and inform about the advantages

advantages of this construction system, finding a wide inter-

and maintenance of water tanks. This experience, disseminated

est among participants and representatives of the Regional

through social networks, has been highly valued and shared by

Assembly.

local authorities, indigenous people and other institutions.
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The Civil Engagement Alliance (CEA) Program has contributed



to these changes through the following actions:


access to water co-organized by the Municipal Government

One training workshop in Tarija regarding how to organize

of Villamontes, International Land Coalition, Semiarid

lobby and advocacy actions for 8 CERDET’s institutional

Initiative, Fundapaz and CERDET, and visit of 40 international

technicians carried out with support of Mónica Loayza from

and local participants to Lapachal community to see the

EDUKANS.


Participation in the international Forum on experiences to

operation of the water tank.

Resources for lobby actions in the Municipal Government



of Villamontes in order to share various institutional expe-

Training of two CERDET’s technicians and two indigenous
youths for construction of water tanks.

riences leading to the signature of an inter-institutional
agreement; in these efforts, CERDET had the support of John
Larrea and Sergio Criales from ICCO.


Exchanges among indigenous communities in order to get to
know the water harvest system.



Demonstrative days in Weenhayek communities in order to
present to municipal authorities and reporters the results of
experiences of water harvest systems and agro-ecological
agriculture.
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The Netherlands

Call to the Next Cabinet: Invest in Food Transition!
The Hague, Dutch Parliament, 4 July 2017
In one sentence

The presentation of the manifest on Food transition has also

As Civic Engagement Alliance we joined a broad coalition of 45

contributed to their awareness on the Sustainable Development

parties, led by AgriProFocus, urging the new Dutch cabinet through

Goals, inspiring them to actively contribute to the promotion and

this manifesto to transition towards a sustainable food system,

progressive realization of the SDGs by ‘adopting’ one of the SDGs.

in order to contribute to green growth, healthy food for all, and a

The significance of this change

more peaceful world with less conflict and more stability.

With this broadly supported manifest we have been able to

A short description of the change

mobilize MPs, strategically linking issues of global food and

On July 4th a delegation of signatories presented the manifesto

nutrition security and climate resilience, in a context of declin-

to the House of Representatives of the Committee on Foreign

ing interest and commitment towards international develop-

Trade and Development Cooperation.

ment cooperation.

￼
This common call from the Dutch Diamond to secure contin-

Contribution of the Civic Engagement Alliance

ued (and preferably increased) attention for sustainable agro-

As active members of the Food Security Group of the

food systems has increased awareness and commitment

AgriProFocus network we contributed to the elaboration of the

among parliamentarians (Tjeerd de Groot (D66), Isabelle

Manifest on Food Transition.

Diks (GroenLinks), Dilan Yesilgoz (VVD), Mustafa Amhaouch
(CDA) and their colleagues, to promote the required transition,
through which the Netherlands will contribute to green growth,
healthy food for all, and a more peaceful world with less
conflict and more stability.
Key messages as summarized below resonate in policies and
briefings provided by the Ministry of LNV as well as BuZa: 1)
need to head the transition towards a sustainable food system,
in order to contribute to green growth, healthy food for all, and
a more peaceful world, and 2) need to work together among
public sector, businesses, civil society organizations and
knowledge institutions
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Europe

Influencing the EU Consensus on Development
In one sentence

Indirectly, this might also lead to funding opportunities for

In its new Consensus on Development, the European Commission

NGOs like the members of CEA, who have a wealth of experi-

more explicitly than before mentioned support to smallholder

ence in working with smallholders.

farmers and to agroecology as elements of its food security
policy.

Contribution of the Civic Engagement Alliance
The Civic Engagement Alliance contributed directly to this

A short description of the change

change through Evert-Jan’s role as CONCORD lobbyist. Within

The EU and its member states coordinate their develop-

CONCORD, a small group of lobbyists and food security experts

ment policies on the basis of the so-called EU Consensus on

(the so-called Sustainable Consumption and Production

Development. The first policy was published in 2005. When the

work stream of Hub 1) formulated a few clear and concrete

EU started to work on a new Consensus, CONCORD decided to

sentences on smallholder farming and agroecological agri-

influence the text and make sure that civil society’s perspec-

culture. Evert-Jan contributed to these sentences. These text

tives on sustainable development would be taken on board.

suggestions were then shared with Commission representa-

After some years of asking attention for the key role that

tives in DG Development Cooperation.

smallholder farmers and agroecology should play in the EU’s
support to agriculture in developing countries, we would like

After the publication of the new EU Consensus on Development,

to see the EU explicitly recognize this in the next Consensus.

it appeared that our suggestions had made it straight into the

That would be more in line with the EU’s specific Food Security

text of the final, official document. In CONCORD’s public response

Policy Framework, which was published in 2010. While the first

to the Consensus, this was gladly acknowledged. The relevant

Consensus does neither mention smallholder farmers, nor the

phrases in the Consensus have been and will be used for ongo-

importance of the agroecological approach, thanks to our effec-

ing CONCORD advocacy on the position of smallholder farmers

tive advocacy the second Consensus mentions them both!

and the EU support to agroecological projects and programs.

The significance of this change is that the Consensus is a
guiding policy document for


the Commission’s own centralized food security programs
(e.g. financed with DCI or EDF money)



the EU Delegation’s country specific programs (National
Indicative Programs)



to some extent: the EU Member States’ support to food security and agriculture in developing countries
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